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President’s 
Letter

I hope everyone has a wonderful Holiday 
Season and a Happy New Year.

It was a great driving season but unfortu-
nately the cars are now put up for the winter 
season. I was able to put to use the infor-
mation from last November Tech Session 
to prep the car for winter. Filled the tank 
full with gas & stay bull, cleaned and pol-
ished, trickle charger attached and covered 
to keep warm.

The year has come and gone quickly as a 
club we have had  Mix & Mingles at vari-
ous restaurants: Jim’s Steak Haus in Feb-
ruary, 309 Restaurant in April, Bayern Str-
ube Restaurant in June, Baxters in August. 
April 14th we had our annual event at Ted’s 
Garage  this has become one of the most 
popular events of the year.

June 9th Isringhausen sponsored a Tech 
Session.

The LTR PCA contains material which is derived in whole or in part from the Porsche Club of America, Inc. 
and other sources and is protected by international copyright, trademark and other intellectual property 
laws. You may not modify, copy, reproduce, republish, upload, post, transmit or distribute in any way any 
material from Lincoln Trail Region without permission. If you are a member of the Porsche Club of America, 
Inc., or a chartered Region, you may use material from this publication for your personal, non-commercial 
use only, provided you keep intact all copyright and other proprietary notices. To the extent that any ma-
terial you download is a trademark of either Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Aktiengesellschaft (“Porsche”), or of 
Porsche Club of America, Inc., you must comply with the limited license terms available upon written re-
quest.  The points of view expressed in the public area of the newsletter are opinions of the persons post-
ing such points of view, and do not represent the views or statements of the Porsche Club of America, Inc.
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July we did a drive and ended up at the 
Wine & Shine at Mackinaw Valley Vineyard 
.this event was attended by Lincoln Trail 
and the local BMW club

In October we held the annual Membership 
Appreciation Lunch at Davis Lodge Lake 
Bloomington.

Also in October Autohaus of Peoria invited 
Lincoln Trail Member to their Oktoberfest  
Celebration and Grand opening with their 
annual Riverfront Drive October 28th.

This year will finish with the annual Christ-
mas Party on December 1st   - 6:00PM at 
Baxter’s American Grill Bloomington.

As a club we also helped with and gave 
financial support to Street Survival which 
teaches young driver critical skills behind 
the wheel both in classroom and practical 
test on a parking lot.

We also sponsored club member Andrew 
Pilcher in the Peoria Walk to Defeat ALS.

January 23, 2013 will be Lincoln Trail 50th 
Anniversary . The board is looking at spring 
to holding the Membership Appreciation 
Day along with our 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration.

Looking at holding a driving event to Davis 
Lodge followed by a great celebration and 

food.

I would like to get the 2 dealerships involved 
along with National. Our theme 50 for 50 at 
least 50 cars and 50 attendees. More infor-
mation to follow.

Lincoln Trail and Autohaus of Peoria spon-
sored the Presidents Zone meeting with a 
lot of idea exchange from various clubs.

I attended most of these events and met a 
lot of great people and had great time with 
both PCA members and members of other 
clubs including the BMW club and the Cor-
vette club, both enjoy their cars as much 
as we do, and some cross over to multiple 
clubs.

In closing; please come to club events, 
meet some of your fellow Porsche enthusi-
asts and stay safe.

Jim Petruska 
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sist of picking up a fast car in Germany and 
covering 2000 or more kilometers, depend-
ing on how many sights and relatives we 
visit.  It was now just a matter of selling our 
2009 Cayman S and deciding on its re-
placement.

In mid-March I submitted an ad for inclu-
sion in the May issue of the Panorama,  
The very next day, I received a telephone 
call that went something like this:  “Good 
Morning, my name is Mitch Schneringer, 
Sales Manager for Porsche of Omaha.  I 
sold your Cayman S to the original owner 

and would now like to purchase it for our 
pre-owned inventory.  What are you con-
sidering as a replacement?” 

BMW’s factory in Munich is 225 kilome-
ters closer to Croatia than the Porsche and 
Mercedes factories in Stuttgart..  However, 
recent articles about the new 2013 Box-
ster caught our interest.  At only 2880 lbs, 
it is considerably lighter than our Cayman 
S.  This lightness, combined with the low 
center of gravity and low polar moment of 
inertia from the mid-mounted flat-6 engine, 
promised amazing agility.  New model’s 
stunning good looks and 15% improve-

European Delivery
A Trip of a Lifetime

 In May of 2000 our good friends, Bill 
and Pat Jankovsky, traveled to Stuttgart, 
Germany to take delivery of a new Porsche 
and tour Europe.  When they returned, they 
told us it was one of the best trips they have 
ever taken.  Five years later they went back 
to Stuttgart, this time to pick up a Mercedes.  
Again they came back raving about what a 
fantastic trip they had.  Kelly and I immedi-
ately put European delivery on our “bucket 
list”.  You see, Bill and Pat travel all over 

the world and do things most people only 
dream about.  When they say you should 
do something, you try to do it.

Another “must do item” on our list has been 
a trip to Croatia, a country where I was born 
and lived until age 12.  I had been back 
twice but each time without Kelly.  This only 
made my desire to take her there stronger.  
Late last year, I decided to combine Eu-
ropean delivery with a trip to Croatia and 
started planning our “trip of a lifetime”.  I 
did not know when exactly this special trip 
would take place.  I knew that it would con-
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ment in fuel economy won Kelly over.  We 
agreed we would stick with the lighter and 
even more fuel efficient  2.7 liter engine as 
well. 

Selecting the colors, as always, was Kelly’s 
job.   She chose the Carrara white exterior 
with a black top and black leather interior.  
My assignment was choosing the options 
while keeping the car light and pure.  Since 
the new models are very well equipped, my 
job was easy.  I selected only five options: 
manual “sport plus” seats, sport steer-
ing wheel, painted white roll bar hoops (to 
match the exterior color), colored wheel 
center caps, and the “convenience pack-
age”.  This package consists of dual zone 
automatic climate control, heated seats 
and a wind blocker.  I thought twice about 
selecting the convenience package but it 
made perfect sense since we like to enjoy 
all of our cars year round.

When I told Mitch we were considering the 
new Boxster, he calmly said:  “We have 
allocation for one in May and it is not yet 
sold.  Buying your Cayman S and selling 
you a new Boxster would be like icing on 
the cake.”  One thing led to another and a 
couple of weeks later, Mitch placed an or-
der for European delivery of a new Boxster.  
As luck would have it, Kelly and I would be 
enjoying a spectacular trip to Europe in late 
June, during our 29th anniversary!

After placing the order, Mitch put us in 
touch with Jamie Dillon, European Delivery 
Specialist with Porsche Cars North Amer-
ica.  Jamie arranged our Porsche factory 
tour, our Porsche museum tour, our hotel in 
Stuttgart and our transportation to and from 
the Porsche factory and the hotel.  She an-
swered all of our questions relative to the 
new car delivery program and the vehicle 

return process, as well as registration and 
insurance.  She also provided us with infor-
mation relative to travel in Germany, Aus-
tria, Slovenija and Croatia and arranged 
a loaner navigation system for us to use 
while driving.  Working with Jamie was a 
pure delight and made us look forward to 
our trip even more.  

On June 20th, Kelly and I were off for Eu-
rope.  To say that we were very excited 
would be an understatement! On June 
21st we were in Stuttgart.  While in a taxi 
on our way from the airport to our hotel in 
the city centre, we saw two new Boxsters.  
We agreed they looked fantastic and real-
ized that in less than 24 hours, we would 
be experiencing our very own Boxster.   We 
could hardly wait!

After checking into the wonderful Stein-
berger Graff Zeppelin hotel, we took a walk 
along Konnigstasse market place.  Across 
from Schlozzpatz’ fountains and gardens, 
we found outdoor seating at Café Tarrazza.  
It was a beautiful evening, about 70°F, a 
very pleasant change from the 90°F weath-
er we had been dealing with in Central il-
linois.  Eating outside while people and car 
watching from our table was a very enjoy-
able way to spend our first evening in Ger-
many.   Our vacation was off to a perfect 
start and the best was yet to come!

Finally, June 22nd arrived!  After a delicious 
breakfast at our hotel, we took a taxi to 
Porscheplatz.  Excitement was building as 
we neared the Porsche factory.  Upon ar-
riving to the factory “Collection Centre”, we 
were greeted by Tilmann Hancke, Porsche 
Customer Service Representative.  Tilmann 
explained the morning program to us then 
showed us our new car.  A photographer 
was also present and took several photos 
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our first fuel stop. 

During dinner, Kelly remarked how much 
she enjoyed driving the Boxster.  “It is even 
more fun to drive then I expected, much 
smoother and faster.”   We were also sur-
prised by how quiet the car was when the 
top was closed.  Clearly, we were both very 
pleased with our choice and looking for-
ward to getting back on the road.   I had 
the pleasure of driving from Salzburg to Vil-
lach, where we spent the night.  It was a 
beautiful evening and we could still see the 
snow on the high peaks of Austrian Alps.  At  
7:30 PM we were checking into our hotel 
after covering nearly 600 kilometers in less 
than five hours.  Driving the new Boxster 
on autobahns and Alpine roads was more 
fun then we had ever imagined.  Had we 
known our new car and the weather were 
going to be so perfect, we would have driv-
en all the way to Croatia! 

Saturday morning arrived and it was an-
other picture perfect day, with blue skies 
and ideal temperatures.  As we neared 
the Croatian border, my thoughts turned to 
seeing my relatives and introducing them 
to Kelly.  Shortly after we crossed into Cro-
atia, I spotted a sign announcing the next 
exit:  “Samobor 3 km”.  While not a place 
any tourist would visit, Samobor is the town 
where I was born and I decided to drive 
through it.   I had no intention of stopping 
there but Kelly really liked Samobor.  She 
found its old buildings and narrow cobble-
stone streets charming and asked me to 
park the car.  When we got out of the car, 
the reality of the situation hit me and I al-
most had to sit back down. Here I was with 
my wife of 29 years, in a town where I was 
born. “Are you OK?” asked  Kelly, after ob-
serving the tears in my eyes.

of us with our new car.  Tilmann explained 
many new features on new Boxsters and 
showed us how to operate it’s various sys-
tems.  He also explained the break in pro-
cess and programmed our navigation sys-
tem for our first destination.  Tilmann did 
an amazing job, covering everything in a 
very clear and efficient manner while also 
answering all of our questions along the 
way.  After presenting us with high quality 
photos of us with our car, he introduced us 
to two factory tour guides.  Yes, Kelly and 
I each had our own personal tour guide!  
We thanked Tilmann for his fantastic assis-
tance and set off on our factory tour.

The tour guides showed us Porsche’s en-
gine assembly and sports car assembly 
processes.   They explained how Porsche 
goes to great lengths to make sure qual-
ity and reliability is never compromised and 
showed us many examples of how this is 
accomplished.  It was very exciting to be 
in the same factory where our Boxster and 
three fantastic Porsches we owned previ-
ously were built.  Our tour concluded at 
Gastecasino, Porsche’s own VIP restau-
rant.  There we were treated to an amazing 
multi-course meal and a choice of many 
beverages.  The food and service were 
fantastic but Kelly and I were so excited to 
drive our new car, we skipped the desert!  

It was a gorgeous afternoon, sunny with a 
few puffy white clouds and 74°F.  We low-
ered the convertible top, placed our bags 
in “his” (front) and hers” (rear) storage 
compartments, and got underway.  Here 
we were, living the dream, driving our new 
Boxster on a German autobahn without a 
speed limit.  The feeling of total freedom 
was intoxicating.  Kelly took over the driv-
ing just past Munich and drove to Salzburg, 
Austria.  There we stopped for dinner and 
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 “Yes, these are tears of joy, it is fantastic 
that you are FINALLY here with me”.  If you 
think Samobor is charming, wait until you ex-
perience the towns along the Adriatic Sea!”

Our next stop was the Porsche Center in 
Zagreb as our Boxster was ready for its 
first car wash.  Here we met Vlado Puric, 
Porsche Brand Manager.  Vlado gave us 
a pair of Zagreb Porsche Center license 

plate frames and key fobs as well as some 
refreshing cold beverages.  We thanked 
Vlado for his kindness then continued to 
my uncle’s house in Petrinja, about 45 kilo-
meters from Zagreb.  It was very exciting to 
experience how far Croatia had come in the 
last 20 years and the Zagreb Porsche Cen-

ter was a good example.   Simply amazing! 

Seeing my relatives and introducing 
them to Kelly was an incredible experi-
ence, far better than I had imagined.  Kel-
ly loved my relatives and they loved her.  
Even after four hours of visiting, they did 
not want us to leave.  However, we had 
six o’clock dinner reservations in Opati-
ja, a sea coast town about 180 kilome-

ters away from Petrinja.  Kelly and I said 
good bye to my relatives and promised we 
would come back again in a year or two.

A new multi-lane “autoput”, connecting 
Zagreb to Rijeka made our trip to Vila Ka-
petanovic Hotel quick and very fun enjoy-
able.  As we approached the Adriatic Sea, 
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the scenery was was  breathtaking.  Imag-
ine mountains and sea coming together 
and you will get an idea.  We checked into 
our hotel where to our delight, we found 
that “room#30” was actually a two bed-
room penthouse at the top floor of the ho-
tel, with a balcony overlooking the sea.  
“Wow”, said Kelly, “this is just unreal.  Can 
we stay here an extra day?”  And so we 
did.  Yes, this meant going to the Nurbur-
gring before dropping the car off in Stutt-
gart would have to wait until another time.  

Sounds like a good reason to go back for 
another European delivery trip, doesn’t it?

The return portion of our trip back to Stutt-
gart included stops in Lipica and Bled in 
Slovenija, Gmund and Salzburg in Austria, 
Eagle’s Nest and Neuschwanstein in Ger-
many.  After returning our car back to the 

Porsche factory, we toured the new Porsche 
museum.  We learned that two hours was 
not enough time to fully enjoy all 80 cars 
on display there.  Yes, one more reason 
for another Porsche European delivery trip!  

While it could have been longer, our trip 
could not have been any better.  Watching 
Kelly fall in love with Croatia and my rela-
tives was priceless.  The Boxster performed 
flawlessly in every way and was an absolute 
joy to drive, top down or top up.  We covered 
2118 kilometers with ease and can’t wait to 

see the car in our garage.  Every time we 
look at it we will think about our “trip of a 
lifetime” and all of the people who played 
a role in making our dreams come true.

http://youtu.be/9LJ_eRjYgNA
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Sat Oct 13, 2012
9am - 10am 
Car Talk - Panera near Market Street Mall in Champaign
Where: Panera Bread Company, 1903 Convenience Place Champaign, IL
 
Sun Oct 14, 2012
12:30pm - 3:30pm Member appreciation day
Where: Davis lodge, Bloomington
 
Mon Oct 15, 2012
7:30pm - 9pm
Dinner at various places in Bloomington on the 3rd Monday of the month.
Where: 116 E Market St, Bloomington, Il
 
Tue Oct 16, 2012
6:30pm - 8pm 
Dinner at Mario’s Pizzeria on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
Where: 2841 Mansion Rd, Springfield, Il
 
Sat Oct 27, 2012
8:30am - 9:30am
Breakfast at Paneras Peoria on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Where: 1101 W Bird Boulevard Peoria, IL 61615
 
Sat Nov 10, 2012
9am - 10am 
Car Talk - Panera near Market Street Mall in Champaign
Where: Panera Bread Company, 1903 Convenience Place Champaign, IL
 
Mon Nov 19, 2012
7:30pm - 9pm
Dinner at various places in Bloomington on the 3rd Monday of the month.
Where: 116 E Market St, Bloomington, Il
 
Tue Nov 20, 2012
6:30pm - 8pm 
Dinner at Mario’s Pizzeria on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
Where: 2841 Mansion Rd, Springfield, Il
 
Sat Nov 24, 2012
8:30am - 9:30am
Breakfast at Paneras Peoria on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Where: 1101 W Bird Boulevard Peoria, IL 61615

4th Quarter Calendar
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Sat Dec 8, 2012
9am - 10am 
Car Talk - Panera near Market Street Mall in Champaign
Where: Panera Bread Company, 1903 Convenience Place Champaign, IL
 
5:30pm - 8:30pm Christmas party
 
Mon Dec 17, 2012
7:30pm - 9pm
Dinner at various places in Bloomington on the 3rd Monday of the month.
Where: 116 E Market St, Bloomington, Il
 
Tue Dec 18, 2012
6:30pm - 8pm Dinner at Mario’s Pizzeria on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
Where: 2841 Mansion Rd, Springfield, Il
 
Sat Dec 22, 2012
8:30am - 9:30am
Breakfast at Paneras Peoria on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Where: 1101 W Bird Boulevard Peoria, IL 61615
 

4th Quarter Calendar
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Lincoln Trail Region Board
President: Jim Petruska

(309) 726-1777

Snjp928@aol.com 

VP & Webmaster: 

Jim Roal

(309) 580-4116

jroal@mchsi.com 

Past President:  

Mikel Matthews

(217) 586-5084

mikel@mchsi.com 

Board Member: 

Patsy Webber

(309) 828-4813

Board Member:  

Steve Jacobs

(217) 585-8000

artic986@sbcglobal.net

Board Member:  

Wayne White

(217) 245-7805 

jwwhite703@frontier.com

Technical: Michael 

Benét

(309) 673-1412

kauthmayeur@ameritech.net 

Driving Events:  

Andy Berberich 

ajberb@bbyoc.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

Lawrence Leary

ltr.news.letter@gmail.

com

Social Events: Shelley Matthews

 Zone 13 Representative: Ken Hold 
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